An ORDINANCE Providing for Citizens to Volunteer for Grand Jury, and Assuring                                
               that the  Court Shall Seat a Grand Jury When the People so Demand,                                 and for Supervision of the Process
                                                    in the County/Municipality of_________________________________,       
                                     in the State of_____________________________   
 Short Title: County Grand Jury  Ordinance  
 Preamble   
 We, the  [Board of Supervisors,City Council ]of   [fill in] [COUNTY, CITY], in the Commonwealth of Virginia, in pursuance of  our oaths to uphold the Constitutions of  our State and of  the United States, and of  our duty to  our community under Divine Law, by this Ordinance secure the fundamental and Constitutional  right  of  our Citizens to have a lawful Grand Jury seated when they so demand,  and to volunteer for Grand  Jury service within this  [County, City], and to secure and exercise the full authority thereof.   

Article I. Justification    

§1 WHEREAS, in the preamble to the Constitution for the United States, the American People  declare that, “We The People…do ordain and establish this Constitution”, thus clearly establishing that The People collectively occupy the highest sovereignty over all American government; and   

§2 WHEREAS, the United States supreme Court in Chisolm v. Georgia, U.S. 2 Dall 419, 454 (1793), affirmed that, “The People are Sovereign...at the Revolution, the sovereignty devolved on the people; and they are truly the sovereigns of  the country…equal as fellow citizens, and as joint tenants in the sovereignty”; and   

§3 WHEREAS, in Amendment X of  the U.S. Constitution, we state, in pari materia with the Preamble, that We The  People, as well as the State governments that We elect to represent us, retain all powers not specifically enumerated and restricted to the general government by us in the U.S. Constitution; and   

§4  WHEREAS, the Grand Jury, along with the Militia, is one of the two ancient and pre-constitutional Common Law institutions demanded and incorporated by and in our U.S. Constitution, to maintain our rule of  law and to ‘execute’ that and all other laws in our Republic;   and   

§5  WHEREAS, if  our State enacts any statute that violates or is repugnant to the U.S. Constitution or to our unalienable rights, that State law is null and void ab initio; and   

§6  WHEREAS, no State legislature can sideline or outlaw the Grand Jury institution or impair its functionality, as it  remains an independent institution of  the People, pre-dating the U.S. Constitution but explicitly demanded thereby; and   

§7 WHEREAS, the investigative and accusatory authority of Grand Jury is inhetent in The People and not dependent on or subordinate to any judge or other official, and

§8 WHEREAS, Rule 6(a)(1) of  the Federal Rules of  Criminal Procedure stipulates, “ When the public interest so  requires, the court must order that one or more grand juries be summoned.”; and   

§9  WHEREAS, at all times but especially in times of  corruption and lack of  public confidence, the public, not its employees, must be the sole determinant of  its own  interest; and    

§10  WHEREAS, different county and state governments observe a variety of  protocols allowing or disallowing the citizens to  place  their names on a volunteer roster for Grand Jury service;   and 

§11  WHEREAS  Code of Virginia § 19.2-203. recognizes the vital nature of Grand Jury when it provides, “ No irregularity in the time or manner of selecting the jurors, or in the writ of venire facias, or in the manner of executing the same, shall vitiate any presentment, indictment or finding of a grand jury.”, 

Article II. Ordered   

§1 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that within this jurisdiction, any citizen and resident who has not been convicted of  a felony and who applies to be placed on a standby roster for Grand Jury duty, shall be so placed  by the county clerk; and   

§2 For any given occasion requiring seating of  a Grand Jury, all names on the volunteer standby roster shall be added to any other list used as a source of  names for random jury selection, and from this aggregated list, Grand Jurors shall be selected truly at random, in no particular order nor assigned to any particular case or Grand Jury target; and   

§3 Each random selection process for Grand Jurors for this jurisdiction, shall be witnessed in person by a three-member committee, comprised of one member of  this governing body, one member of the County Constitutional Militia, and one member drawn at random from the Jury pool roster,  to assure that the process is uncorrupted by any person, including  but not limited to public employees,  potential Grand Jury target(s), or a target’s minions, contractors, counselors, friends, or associates; and   

§4 If  any judge in our jurisdiction shall refuse to call for a Grand Jury venire and to seat and swear-in said grand Jury, when it is demanded by petition signed by a number of  County residents equal to or greater than half  of  one percent of  the number of  ballots cast in the prior county election, this representative body shall seek from the State Court of  Appeals or Supreme Court a writ of  mandamus compelling drawing of  a venire, or the appointment of  an alternate judge to call for such Grand Jury to grant relief  to the community.  If this process fails to produce a sworn Grand Jury in sixty (60) days’ time from the date of the petition, this body shall order the Sheriff to seat a Grand Jury;  and  

§5 Any warrant for search, arrest, or mandatory appearance issued by or by order of the Grand Jury shall be as binding and enforceable as if issued by a magistrate or judge, and

§6  The Grand Jury shall avail itself as needed of the assistance of the County Militia for its own security and that of its members, for service of process and execution of warrants, whenever it deems that this will be more effective than relying on government employees or paid law-enforcement personnel.  The militia representative on the selection witness committee shall be responsible to assure that timely and secure communication with the militia is available for this purpose.

§7 The [County, City] shall make a page or pages available on its web site, or prominently post there links, for  Grand Jury education, information, volunteer application with the County/City Clerk; for Citizens to submit legitimate complaints of possible crimes, and to add her/his name to a  a standing cumulative petition for a Grand Jury if  one is not sitting at that time.   

Article III. Miscellaneous Provisions   

§1 SEVERABILITY.  If  any section, part or provision of  this Ordinance is declared unconstitutional or invalid by a court of  competent jurisdiction, then it is expressly provided and it is the intention of  the [name of  county board or commission] in passing this Ordinance that its parts shall be severable and all other parts of  this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby and they shall remain in full force and effect.    

§2  EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage.             

 ORDAINED by the  [Board of Supervisors/ City Council]of   [fill in] [COUNTY, CITY], [fill in STATE], this ____Day of   [month] in the Year of  our Lord 20___  

__________________________________________
[Board Member]


__________________________________________
[Board Member]


__________________________________________
[Board/Member]
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[Board/ Member]


__________________________________________
[Board Member]
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